RE: Global variations in the practice and outcome of emergency
abdominal surgery

Dear Dr. Bhangu:

Thank you for submitting your manuscript to JAMA. Each
manuscript is thoroughly evaluated by the JAMA editorial staff,
who assess the manuscript's quality and priority for publication.
Less than half of the 7000 manuscripts submitted to us annually
are rejected after initial review; less than 9% of manuscripts are
eventually accepted for publication.

Based on our evaluation, I regret to inform you that we will not
pursue your manuscript for publication in JAMA. However, we
believe your paper may be well suited for consideration by another
journal in the JAMA Network, one of the specialty journals. The
JAMA Network Journals editorial consortium allows submitted
manuscripts to have more than one opportunity for evaluation for
publication. This consortium includes JAMA Surgery, to which we
would be pleased to forward your manuscript, if you wish.

Forwarding your manuscript to the JAMA Surgery may expedite its
evaluation by the editor. In the interest of time, please do not revise
your manuscript at this time. Decisions regarding further
evaluation, review, revision, and publication will be made by the
JAMA Surgery editor, who promises to make an initial evaluation
quickly.

The reliability of the data are not known - much more information
regarding how accurate the information that is entered into the
database is necessary- especially for low resource countries. That
there is variation in outcomes does not come as much of a surprise
- the issue is - what can be done about it?

Please indicate your preference about having your manuscript
forwarded to JAMA Surgery by replying to this email. If we do not



hear from you within three weeks, we will assume you do not wish
to have your manuscript forwarded, and we will close our file on
your manuscript.

Thank you for the opportunity to review your manuscript.

Sincerely yours,



